EADP-FAQ 2

A&RD COMPONENT
Q1. What kind of resources do İ need to implement a project, based on my ideas?

A. Please read the Guidelines of the Component that you are interested in. (See the following web sites: www.cfcu.gov.tr, www.dpt.gov.tr and www.dakp.gov.tr)
Q2. What are the selection criteria for grants? Is there a catalogue in which the criteria are listed?

A. Please consult the Guidelines of the Component that you are interested in (see the following web sites: www.cfcu.gov.tr, www.dpt.gov.tr and www.dakp.gov.tr)

Q3. Will the answers be given to only those who ask the questions? Or will you publish all the asked questions and answers on your web page? When?

A. The questions and answers are published on the web pages of CFCU, ECD and DPT www.cfcu.gov.tr, www.deltur.cec.eu.int, www.dpt.gov.tr. Any question related to clarification on Guidelines will receive a reply no later than 11 days before the deadline for the receipt of proposals.
.
Q4. Will there be a Second call for proposals?

A. As stated in the Guidelines (Section 1.3), CFCU as the Contracting Authority reserves the right to not award all the available funds, and to issue as many or no grants, as it sees to fit in each project sector in the relevant Call for prosals. If  funds is left after the First call a decision will be made by the Contracting Authority whether there will be a Second call. 

Q5. In projects exceeding 75.000 Euro, how many inspections will be made during the project implementation? What is to be budgeted as a unit price for such audits, and for how many?

A. During the implementation of the project an external audit of the Action's accounts, produced by an approved auditor, who is a member of an internationally recognised supervisory body for statutory auditing, shall be attached to:

– any request for payment of the balance in the case of a grant of more than EUR 100 000 under Tourism and Environment Component, and equal or more than EUR 75 000 under the SMEs and Agricultural and Rural Development Components. Audit is not applicable to the Social Development Component. 

Costs for Auditing are eligible costs and they have to be budgeted under Budget heading 5, Other costs, services. Each Action is to be audited once (at the end of the project and the Audit certificate has to be submitted with the submission of the Final report and request for Payment). Prices depend on the scope of audit and have to be the average for the market in question or similar to the normally borne by the beneficiary. Besides, each project will be monitored by the PİU and CFCU on an ongoing base. 

Eligibility of Costs & Budget

Q6. Will the VAT paid for goods and services procured during the project implementation be considered as an eligible expense?

A. No. Please look at the Law no: 5303/22.02.2005 and the Regulation published in the Official Journal N 25820/ 20 May 2005 within the frame of Financial Cooperation Agreement between Republic of Turkey and EU for procurement of goods and equipment.

Q7. Can you give detailed information about the legal aspect for the formation of consortium  for the projects implementation ?

A.Please see Section  2.1.2 of the Guidelines, the Application form (annex A) and other annexes. As stated in the Guidelines there is no legal requirement to form consortia as a separate legal entity to implement the project. 
Q8. Can you explain the following statement from the Guidelines ‘Partners of the Applicant taking part in the project before the project ends, will have to reach an agreement about the equal sharing of equipment, tools and materials procured with the EU grant between the local partners in the target regions. Copies of the transfers of ownership will have to be submitted with the final report.”?

A. EADP is a programme aiming at “the reduction of regional discrepancies and to develop local skills levels and capacities, thereby enabling a continuation of activities after programme completion and to boost income levels” Therefore in projects in which partners are from other than the targeted regions of EADP, equipment should be transferred to the EADP partners/stakeholders at the end of the project. This has to be verified with the relevant declaration for the transfer of property.  As stated in the Application form (Section III. 3) the partners must have partnership agreement and submit this agreement with the Application form. 

Eligibility of Actions

Q9. Could a veterinary surgeon, who is providing artificial insemination services in Van, Bitlis, Muş or Hakkari provinces, (provided that he has tax registration, permit and professional qualification certificates), apply to the SME Component, for the purposes of  making artificial insemination tours and to procure the required supplies and equipment for the insemination from the Grant?
A. No. The type of activities in question falls within the Agricultural and Rural Development Component (see Sections 1.3,  and 2.1.3 of Guidelines). Applicants from the service sector can apply to the SME Component as long as they comply to the SME definition and the other eligibility criteria stated in Section 2.1.1 and Sections 2.1.3 and 2.1.4 in the SME Component Guidelines for Applicants. Besides, the cost of items already financed in another framework are not eligible as is the veterinarian equipments for artificial insemination, which is supported by MARA.

Q10. Can drinking water depots be considered as eligible projects?

A. Yes, providing the applicant fulfils the eligibility criteria stated in Section 2.1.1 of the respective Guidelines and if the type of actions and the project comply to the objectives of either the Agriculture and Rural Development Component or Tourism and Environment Component. Please See Section 2.1.3 in these two Guidelines for Applicants.

Eligibility of Applicants and Partners
Q11. We are a newly established  NGO (founded April 1 , 2005 in Ankara). Are we eligible to apply to the EADP Call for proposals? (i.e. we are both new and operating in Ankara)
A. Considering that the applicant has to fulfil the eligibility criteria stated in Section 2.1.1 of all the Guidelines, you could apply for Tourism and Environment Component. For the Social Development Component you could not apply, similarly you do not qualify for Agriculture and Rural Development Component. Please note that where the answer is yes, all the project activities must be implemented in the programme target regions/provinces. 
Q12. Bitlis Vocational School is a school of Yüzüncü Yıl University. Can they apply on their own behalf?

A. Yes, if Bitlis Vocational School is a separate legal entity with own set of accounts and meets the eligibility criteria for applicants and partners stated in Section 2.1.1.of the Guidelines for Applicants. 
Q13. İs the  Hakkari Branch of the Chamber of Mechanical Engineers eligible applicant for the Programme?

A. Yes, providing it is a separate legal entity with own set of accounts and complies with  the eligibility criteria for applicants and partners stated in Section 2.1.1. of the Guidelines for Applicants.
Eligibility of Costs and Budget

Q14. If an NGO submits more than one high quality project proposal could it get funding for all? 

A. Yes. Please see Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants which describes in details the number of proposals and grants per applicant.

Q15. In the Guidelines, page 13, last paragraph says: "The supporting documents, as the whole application (as stated in Section 2.2.1) must be provided in the languages of the Call for proposals (Turkish or English) and certified as true by an authorised independent body. Which documents and which independent bodies are meant?

A. As stated, copies of all the documents submitted must be certified by the public notary, or other authorised public body to verify as true the submitted copy with the original of the respective document. İn case some of the documents are in other languages they need a faithful translation also certified as true by these bodies.
Eligibility of Applicants and Partners (A&RD)
Q16. Are the Irrigation Unions  eligible to prepare and apply with investment projects within the scope of Sectors 5 or 6 of the Agriculture and Rural Development Component?

A.Yes, providing they satisfy the eligibility criteria of applicants stated in Section 2.1.1 of the Guidelines and/or the eligibility criteria of partners in Section 2.1.2 (when being the partner) .
Q17. If NGO applies with a  University as a partner, is there any obstacle for the University to submit projects? If the university submits projects and is awarded a grant, would this be an obstacle or would it negatively influence the projects in which the university acts also as a  partner?

A. Eligibility of applicants and partners is stated in Sections 2.1.1 and 2.1.2. in the respective Grant schemes. Applicants could submit more than 1 project and be awarded more than one grant. For details on this please refer to Section 2.1.3 “Number of proposals and grants per applicant” of the Guidelines. Universities could in addition be partners also in more than 1 project, providing they prove the financial and operational capacity and do not use the same staff, premises, etc. in all the projects. 

Q18. Can a farmer be a member of more than one Farmer group? Is it acceptable so that a farmer who is a member of two Farmers groups benefit from the grants awarded to these groups? Is there a legal form to create a  Farmer group? 
A. Yes, he/she can be a member of different groups providing he/she satisfies the eligibility criteria stated in the Guidelines, Sections 2.1.1 and 2.1.2. The partnership should respond to the basic principles defined in the Application form (Section III). Participation in more than one Farmer’s group is justified providing there is sufficient operational and financial capacity to implement the projects
Q19. If more than two Farmer groups are set up, what are the legal aspects? Could the same farmer be a member of these groups and benefit from the grants awarded?
A. See the answer to Question 18.
Q20. Who are the eligible farmers to apply?

A. Producers of agricultural products who have MARA Farmer Registration Number or who are registered in the Chamber of Agriculture and have a farmer registration document, at least 3 months prior to the launching of the Call for proposal can apply only as a group of farmers. 

Q21. If the farmer registration number is also included in the Direct Income Support System or the VETBİS System, can it be taken into consideration?

A. Farmers who have Farmer Registration Number from MARA can apply only as a group of 10 or more farmers. The Farmer Registration Number is given to farmers who applied to MARA for direct income support. Please see also the answer to Question 19.

Q22. When the applicant is a Muhtarships (legal entity) is the Farmer Registration Number or other documents/certificates required?

A. No. Farmer Registration Number is not requested when muhtarships apply. For the other requested documents please see Section 2.2.1. of the Guidelines. 
Q23. Can an individual application be made for egg production by a poultry farm? Can I apply if I am not registered within the farmer registration system?

A. No, individuals can not apply. See also answer to Question 21. 
Q24. Can farmers who are not registered with the Farmer Registration System apply? Is there a way for farmers who have returned to their evacuated villages and who do not have a Farmer Registration Number to apply?

A.No.See answer to Question  21.

Q25. İs the provincial representation of the Chamber of Agricultural Engineers an eligible applicant?

A.Yes, providing it is a separate legal entity with own set of accounts and responds to the eligibility criteria, defined in Section 2.1. of the Guidelines.

Q26. I am not registered with the Farmer Registration System, but I am registered to the Chamber of Agriculture as a farmer. Can I apply?
A.Yes, please see the answer to Question 21. However, note that individual farmer is not eligible applicant.  He/she should apply only as a group of 10 or more farmers..
Q27. In December 2004, we made an application to the Police Department to establish an association. We got the official permit on 18 February 2005. What will be considered as our founding date?

A. The founding date is the date on which the permit was received and you had started official operations as a legal entity. 

Q28. Can the village administrations or rural municipalities submit a project to the Agriculture and Rural Development Component for actions related to village drinking water supply, irrigation or sewage under Sector 6 of the Guidelines?

A. Yes.

Q29. I have been registered to the Farmer Registration System in the previous years (2002 or 2003), but I am not registered to the Farmer Registration System in 2004. Can I apply?

A.No, only those that have valid registration number in the Farmer Registration System in 2004 can apply.

Q30. As a Farmer group, we do not have a balance sheet or income-expense statement of the last year. What kind of supporting documents related to accounts shall we submit with our application? 

A.Farmers’ groups are not obliged to submit financial documents. 

Q31. Can a farmer who is under 18 years of age, but registered with the Farmer Registration System apply?

A.No. Each member of a Farmer group must have reached the age of legal responsibility. 

Q32. Farmers who are vegetable producers are registered with the Farmer Registration System, cattle producers are registered with the Animal Identity System of MARA, but there is no registration system for small ruminant’s producers. In this case, could cattle producers with Animal Identity Registration or small stock producers with the Chamber of Agriculture producer registration apply?

A. Please see the answer to Question 26.

Q33. Can an individual who is working at a public institution and practising farming at the same time and is registered with the Farmer Registration System of MARA be an eligible beneficiary/partner in an Farmer group?

A.Yes, providing the eligibility criteria stated in Section 2.1.1 and 2.1.2 (in case of being partner) of the Guidelines are met .

Q34. Alpaslan Agriculture Enterprise Directorate, as a subsidiary of the Ministry of Agriculture and breeds and supplies studs to the stockbreeders in and around Muş province. Can we apply as an Agriculture Enterprise, which is a subsidiary of the General Directorate of State Farms (TİGEM)?

A.No.

Eligibility of actions (A&RD)

Q35. Can the village administrations or rural municipalities submit a project for village drinking water, irrigation water or sewage under Sector 6 “Small village infrastructure projects” of the Agriculture and Rural Development Component?

A.Yes.

Q36.Can the same Farmer Group submits projects in two different areas?

A. Yes. See Section 2.1.3 in the Guidelines for the number of proposals and grants per applicant.
Q37. Can we plan  diverse activities - rural development and infrastructure type in one and the same project? For example, is it feasible to implement a rural development project together with drinking water supply, culture centre establishment and restoration of village houses in one or more villages?
A.Yes. You can submit a project that incorporates a range of different activities, provided the individual activities comply with the eligibility criteria of the same Call for proposals. Please note that you can not be given different rate of support for the individual types of action. İf there is an investment in the project – it will be considered as an investment project and the rate for support will be as defined in Section 1.3. for Investment projects.. 
Q38. İs a project for the establishment of wholesale animal markets eligible for support?

A.İt is the responsibility of the Evaluation committee to assess if the project falls within the programme objectives and complies with the eligibility criteria stated in Section 2.1.4 of the Guidelines. 
Q39.Can projects for new buildings or restoration of cold storage rooms within municipality slaughterhouses receive support under the Call for proposals?

A. Construction of new buildings is not eligible (see Section 2.1.4, Ineligible costs, of the Guidelines), but costs for extensions and refurbishments are eligible, providing that the relevant land or/building is owned by the applicant. See Section 2.1.4 and 2.1.3 in the Guidelines for Eligible costs, Ineligible costs and Type of eligible projects.
Eligibility of costs and budget (A&RD)

Q40. Can Direct Income Support from MARA and similar supports be recorded as the applicant contribution? For example, if Forage Crops Supports are paid by the State during the project implementation can they be considered as ‘own co-financing’?

A.No, state subventions are not considered as co-financing. 

Q41. Can the vehicles procured within the scope of the project be second hand?

A.No, they can’t.

Others (A&RD)
Q42. I am practising animal husbandry. Please inform about the size of grants available for animal husbandry. Are there any eligibility criteria for animal husbandry grants?

A. The amount of grant depends on the type of the project. The size of grants is given in Section 1.3. of the Guidelines -  for capacity building projects the max. grant amount is 250 000 Euro and for investment projects - 100 000 Euro. Please see also Sections 2.1.2, 2.1.3 and 2.1.4 of the Guidelines. 
Q43. What is the grant amount for Agriculture projects, prepared by Faculty Members? If it is 60 %, how will the remaining amount be provided by the Faculty Members? 

A. Universities can apply to the Grant schemes with projects, but Faculty members are not eligible applicants as individuals, unless they are also registered as farmers and belong and apply as Farmers group. Co-financing must be provided  in cash and must be visible in the applicant’s and/or partner’s accounts. Please see Section 1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants.

Q44. Who are the eligible applicants under the Call for proposals? If I provide land of 12.5 acres, what will I be offered?

A. See Sections 2.1.1., 2.1.2 and 2.1.3 for eligibility criteria for applicants and partners and projects.. Use of applicants’ land during the implementation will be considered as an in kind contribution.  
Q45.Agriculture Credit Cooperatives are legal entities pursuant to Act No. 1581. Are we eligible to:

1- Apply for projects prepared by Van, Muş and Bitlis Cooperatives which are affiliates of Malatya Regional Union of Agriculture Credit Cooperatives, in cooperation with other Agriculture Credit Cooperatives, operating in their vicinity. 

2- Apply for for provision of transportation vehicles and cooling tanks for dairy farmers and cattle breeders?

A.1- Yes, providing the eligibility criteria for applicant in Section 2.1.1, for partners in Section 2.1.2 and edibility of actions in Section 2.1.3 in the Guidelines is fulfilled.  

2- Purchase of tools and equipments is eligible provided they are part of integrated project, unit price of equipment/machinery does not exceed EUR 30 000 and originate from eligible states, Turkey, EU and MEDA countries. Besides, note that purchase of vehicles is not eligible (see Section 2.1.4, Ineligible costs, of Guidelines), except for specialized transport, necessary for the implementation of the project.
Q46. İf the applicant is a Farmer groups and applies with a project amounting to  EUR250,000 is it necessary to audit the accounts by an auditing firm? Whose accounts will be audited on behalf of the Farmer group? How will the accounts be audited? What kind of documents do we need to prepare?
A. The project accounts will be audited and not the accounts of the individual member of the group. See also answer to Question 5. If the project will be awarded grant, Grant beneficiaries will receive training on project implementation and be provided with an Implementation Manual detailing reporting formats, types of documents to be presented, document types, etc. 
Q47. How much should we indicate in the budget for the auditing of the project accounts? Will the expenses for this audit be incurred by CFCU?
A. Please see the answer to Question 5. 

Q48. How many projects can the Veterinary Faculty or any other faculty of Yüzüncü Yıl University submit and for how many projects can they be awarded a grant? Will each faculty be considered as a legal entity or will the University Rectorate be considered as one legal entity and apply on behalf of all? If the Veterinary Faculty and the Agriculture Faculties submit 2 projects each to the Agriculture and Rural Development Component will all these projects be awarded grants,? 

A. Faculties can apply as Applicants providing they are independent legal entities with own set of accounts and  meet the eligibility criteria for applicants stated in Section 2.1.1. of the Guidelines.
Applicants could submit more than 1 project, as stated in Section 2.1.3. of Guidelines. In the course of projects assessment, the Evaluation committee will take account on the financial and operational capacity of the applicants when deciding on the number of projects to be awarded. In any case the same staff and premises should not be used in all submitted projects. Please see Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants which describes in details “Number of proposals and grants per applicant”.
