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	Regional Development in Samsun, Kastamonu and Erzurum NUTS II Regions- Small and Medium Sized Enterprises (SMEs) Grant Scheme 
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The Central Finance and Contracts Unit on behalf of the Republic of Turkey is seeking for proposals which will address the needs of the private sector, especially small and micro enterprises, in agriculture, manufacturing and the service sector, including tourism in the project regions; Samsun (Amasya, Çorum, Samsun and Tokat), Kastamonu (Çankırı, Kastamonu and Sinop) and Erzurum (Erzurum, Erzincan and Bayburt). The grant scheme aims to enhance the ability of businesses to successfully deal with market competition by providing management and technological advice and investment support in order to foster innovation, modernisation, entrepreneurship and business culture, and thus improve the competitiveness of local companies. The projects will be financed under the National Pre-Accession Financial Assistance Programme for Turkey 2003 programme of the European Communities. 
The SME grant scheme will target the following priorities:

· Technology transfer and innovations

· Management and organizational development

· Financial management

· Marketing and advertising (including the establishment of export contacts)

· Human resources development

The full Guidelines for Applicants are available for consultation at the following internet site: www.dpt.gov.tr; www.cfcu.gov.tr and www.deltur.cec.eu.int. Although a Turkish version of the guidelines is provided, please note that in the event of any contentious issues arising, it is the English text which is the legal reference. The deadline for submission of proposals is 7 July 2005 at 17:00 (local time). 
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