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Clarifications-II 
Note 1: Most of the questions that have been received concerning this call for proposals (call) can be answered by carefully reading the guidelines for grant applicants (guidelines).
Note 2: Please note that in the interest of equal treatment of applicants, the Contracting Authority does not give prior opinion on the eligibility of a lead applicant, a co-applicant, an affiliated entity, an action or specific activities (Please see Section 2.2.8 of the guidelines).

Please further note that the replies given to the questions on the eligibility of the applicants are provided solely for the question asked without consideration of whether the other eligibility criteria stated in the guidelines (Sections 2.1.1 and 2.1.2) are fulfilled or not.

General Issues

1. Can we change our co-applicant/associate with another one that has the similar experiences? 
In principle, as stated in Section 2.2.1 and 2.2.5 of the guidelines, the elements (co-applicant(s) (if any), affiliated entity(s) (if any), associate(s) (if any), priority area(s), specific objective(s) and expected result(s)) outlined in the concept note may not be modified in the full application form. The lead applicant may replace a co-applicant or an affiliated entity only in duly justified cases (e.g. bankruptcy of initial co-applicant or affiliated entity). In this case the new co-applicant/affiliated entity must be of a similar nature as the initial one. 
As stated in Section 2.2.5 of the guidelines, an explanation/justification of the relevant replacement/adjustment should be included in an accompanying letter or email with the full application. Then the change will be assessed by the Evaluation Committee/Contracting Authority. Evaluation Committee/Contracting Authority may request the supporting documents such as decision or legal document of dissolvement of the co-applicant/affiliated entity to assess the issue accordingly.
2. Could you please explain which information should be written in the Baseline, Current  Value and Targets columns in the Logical Framework? 
The starting point or current value of the indicators imply “baseline”, the value of the indicator at the indicated date imply “current value”, while the “targets” imply the quantitatively or qualitatively measurable level of expected output, outcome or impact of an Action.
Design of the logical framework template enables follow-up of the achievement of indicator values, therefore “current value” column is included. This column needs not to be filled in during the submission of full application but it may be used for regular updates during the implementation stage of the project for monitoring of the action and reporting purposes. 
3. Could you please explain under which heading of the Logical Framework, “Estimated Results” stated in the Annex-A Grant Application Form – Summary of the Action section should be written? 
Estimated Results can be mentioned in the Outputs section of Logical Framework.

4. Could you please explain how “the direct effects of the project” and “the direct / tangible outputs” are differentiated on the target basis? 
Outcomes are defined in the Logical Framework (Annex C of the guidelines) as the direct effects of the project which will be obtained at medium term and which tends to focus on the changes in behaviour resulting from the project. Outputs are defined as the direct/tangible outputs (infrastructure, goods and services) delivered by the project.
In this context, it is needed to breakdown results into outcomes (consequence/effect of project deliverables such as increased weekly income) and outputs (concrete deliverables from an activity implementation such as number of trainings obtained). 

5. Will the new legislation be applicable to CSO projects funded by the EU or     CFCU? Will TL contracts for human resources or activity/output related other contracts be compulsory? 
Relevant legislations must be taken as a basis for implementation of the projects.
Please see Article 14.1 of the General Conditions (Annex G-II of the guidelines) for the cost eligibility criteria. 
Please also note that the question is related to the implementation period and after the signature of the grant contract, training for the project implementation, including financial/legislative issues will be held to support the Beneficiaries.
Eligibility of Actions

(Section 2.1.4 of the Guidelines)

Eligibility of Costs (Section 2.1.5 of the Guidelines) and 


Financial Issues

6. How should the budget be prepared? Should the budget details be provided for each budget line or should they be indicated as lumpsum?
The budget (includes 3 worksheets) should be prepared after the Project is written. 

Budget template includes 6 budget headings (such as 1. Human Resources). Further, some budget lines (such as 1.1.1 Technical) are also provided by default in the Budget under the budget headings. Eligible costs (please see Section 2.1.5 of the guidelines) related with the activities should be indicated under the appropriate budget headings. As stated in the instructions on the budget (Worksheet I), the description of items must be sufficiently detailed and all items must be broken down into their main components. The number of units and the unit value for each budget item must be specified. Justification of the Budget for the Action (Worksheet II) should include a narrative clarification of each budget item demonstrating the necessity of the costs and how they relate to the action and also should provide a justification of the calculation of the estimated costs. Inconsistencies between the project and the budget should be avoided.
As stated in the Section 2.1.5 of the guidelines, eligible costs may be based on any or a combination of actual costs to be incurred by beneficiaries and one or more simplified cost options. Simplified cost options may take the form of unit costs, lump sums and flat-rate financing. In case use of “simplified cost option” is proposed, the budget should include different budget lines per applicant and for each type of simplified cost option. In addition, the total amount of financing on the basis of simplified cost options (excluding the indirect costs) cannot exceed EUR 60.000 per beneficiary (per applicants). Please also see Guidelines and Checklist for Assessing Budget and Simplified Cost Options (Annex K of the guidelines) for more information.
7. Can we add new budget lines to the budget template? 
Yes. Budget template provided only indicates core budget headings and sub budget headings which should not be revised/deleted and the format to be followed. Any eligible cost necessary for implementation of the action should be placed under existing relevant budget heading and/or sub budget heading. Therefore, budget lines can be added under existing relevant budget heading/sub-headings if necessary for the action. Please also see Reply-6.
8. Is there maximum percentage of the total budget, assigned to each category of "Costs" for example "Salaries/Human resources", "Equipment and supplies" etc.  (For example; the total cost of “Equipment and supplies” shall not be exceed 15% of the total eligible costs)? 
Only two thresholds exist in relation to budget headings: “8. Indirect costs” and “10. Provision for contingency reserve”. 

As it is indicated in the section 2.1.5 of the guidelines the indirect costs (budget heading 8)  incurred in carrying out the action may be eligible for flat-rate funding, but the total must not exceed 7% of the subtotal of the direct eligible costs (budget heading 7). In addition, the budget may include a contingency reserve (budget heading 10) not exceeding 5% of the subtotal of direct eligible costs (budget heading 7).

Although there is no threshold concerning the other budget headings (such as “Equipment and supplies”), appropriate reflection of the activities in the budget; ratio between the estimated costs and the expected results; the necessity, unit rate (e.g. whether it is consistent with market rates) and the number of units (whether it is consistent with the Description of Action) of the budget items will be taken into account during the evaluation.

Furthermore, as also indicated in section 2.1.4 of the guidelines, infrastructure projects or projects essentially focused on the purchase of equipment are ineligible.
9. What are the current allowed per diem rates for the participants of project events? 

Daily allowance rates (Annex H of the guidelines), which shows the current rates, are available at the following address: http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/funding/about-procurement-contracts/procedures-and-practical-guide-prag/diems_en. 
10. According to article 17.7 of the General Conditions, would it be possible to include activities to increase an NGO’s funds and reinforce its financial capacity through its commercial enterprise? 
As stated in Section 2.2.4 of the guidelines, “to ensure equal treatment of applicant(s), the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of lead applicants, co-applicants, an action or specific activities”. Therefore, please carefully read Section 2.1.4 of the guidelines regarding the actions and activities for which a grant may be awarded.
On the other hand, as stated in the 17.7 of the General Conditions (Annex G-II of the guidelines), such eligibility options should be stated in the Article 7 of the Special Conditions, which is not the case for the current Call for Proposal.
11. Will the activities that aim to create a profit, either during the course of the project or afterwards, be considered eligible? 
As stated in Section 2.2.4 of the guidelines, “to ensure equal treatment of applicant(s), the Contracting Authority cannot give a prior opinion on the eligibility of lead applicants, co-applicants, an action or specific activities”.
Please see Articles 14.1, 14.2, 17.3 and 17.7 of the General Conditions (Annex G-II of the guidelines). Besides, as stated in Section 2.1.4 of the guidelines, “actions supporting establishment or activities of private or public enterprises, and profit-earning activities” is mentioned as an ineligible action.
12. Can we get external support/hire a consultancy firm for the preparation/implementation of our proposal? Which budget item can be allocated to meet these expenses? 
The decision of using external assistance for the preparation of the proposal is up to the lead applicant. However, any expenditure that incurred prior to the signature of the contract are ineligible costs, and thus cannot be included in the project budget (neither as grant nor as co-financing) with the exception of the cases falling under Article 14.1 (iv) of the General Conditions (Annex G-II of the guidelines).
As stated in the Section 2.1.1 of the guidelines and the “Declaration by the Lead Applicant” that is to be signed by the lead applicant (see Part A section 3 and Part B section 8 of the grant application form), the lead applicant must be directly responsible for the preparation, management and implementation of the Action with the co-applicant(s) (if any) and affiliated entity(ies) (if any), not acting as an intermediary. 
Consultancy costs for the implementation of the project may be eligible to the extent that they relate to the activities and can be placed under budget heading 5 or 6. 
How to Apply and the Procedures to Follow

(Section 2.2.5 and 2.2.6 of the Guidelines)

13. Should the supporting documents stated in the Section 2.4. of the guidelines be submitted with the Full Application Form? 
No, the list of documents that have to be submitted are mentioned in Section 2.2.5 and listed in Section 2.2.6 of the guidelines. 

In case of provisional selection, the lead applicant will be informed and supporting documents which were stated in Section 2.4. Submission of Supporting Documents for Provisionally Selected Applications will be requested by the Contracting Authority. 
14. Could you please provide information about the required layout format for the full proposals with regards to font size, page margins etc.? 
No specific format requirement is provided for the Grant Application Form-Part B; however, Applicants are recommended to follow the template format.
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