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Clarifications 


Note1: Many questions that have been received concerning this Call can be answered by carefully reading the Guidelines for Grant Applicants.

Note2: Please note that in the interest of equal treatment of applicants the contracting authority does not give prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner, an action or specific activities (Please see Section 2.2.4 of the Guidelines for Grant Applicants).

General Issues

1. We are planning to create a consortium with different companies, centres and organizations in order to apply for grant programme. Would you please clarify for us what exactly an action grant consists of? Are the applicants expected to apply for all the actions, or just for those which may be suitable for the consortium?

Grant programme aims to provide formal and non-formal vocational education and training to be given in accordance with the demands of labour market, to support life long learning, to strengthen the relationship between education and employment and to facilitate the compliance with  European Qualifications Framework (EQF). 

It is expected to achieve this aim by establishing and/or developing and operating VOC-TEST Centres in 46 sub-sectors stated in the Guideline in order to establish and operate an efficient and sustainable National Qualifications System (NQS) by establishing an assessment, testing and certification system in line with EQF. The main objective of the project is to establish one or more VOC-Test Centres for each sub-sector. In addition to this main objective, or in order to achieve this objective, one, some or all activities shown as an example can be carried out.

2. How long would it take a draft occupational standard to be approved and published in Official Gazette after submitted to VQA?
Timelines vary according to sectors, occupations and number of sector committee meetings, etc.
3. Will it be possible for VOC-Test Centres earn income as a result of their activities? 
Since costs relating to the testing and certification will be met from the project. VOC-Test Centres cannot earn income during the Project. However, after the Project, related organisations can take all due measures to ensure the sustainability.
4. Can businessman and industrialist organisations prepare occupational standards?
All institutions and organisations which provide the conditions in the Law on the Vocational Qualifications Authority (Law No: 5544) and the Regulation on Preparation of National Occupational Standards can prepare occupational standards.  
5. How are the sectors in the programme determined?
The sectors in the programme were determined according to the project fiche and ToR, which had previously been prepared for the programme.
6. Could you please send us a link in order to find the documents stated under "document to be completed" heading?

You can find these documents in CFCU web page (http://www.cfcu.gov.tr) under open grants.
7. Could you explain the “conflict of interests” term stated in VOC-test Centres Grant Programme?

There is not a special “conflict of interests” definition for this Grant Scheme. General EU rules for grant projects are valid.
8. Is our syndicate obligated to get PADOR number as applicant?

PADOR Registration is only valid if the EC is the Contracting Authority.
9. In some occupations, MoNE has the authorisation for certification. Will this legal status change with the completion of these projects? 

Certificates, which will be given by VOC-Test Centres within the project, are in the scope of Law on VQA. Moreover, since the Grand National Assembly of Turkey (TBMM) holds legislative powers, it is not possible for us to make comments on legal regulations.
Eligibility of Applicants and Partners

(Section 2.1.1 and 2.1.2 of the Guidelines for Grant Applicants)

10. 2.1.1 “Under the heading of “Eligibility of applicants, who may apply?” there is a footnote for NGOs indicating that the list is not exhaustive.  Where can I get an exhaustive list?
2.1.1 As it is stated under the heading “Eligibility of applicants, who may apply?, the applicants must meet all of the conditions. The institutions meeting all of the conditions but not mentioned in the list as an example are considered as eligible. 
11. In the guideline, it is stated that the applicant for the program must be an NGO. The same conditions are also asked from the partner. May we apply to this project by being partner with the industrial or tradesman associations in the region?
 The partner(s) must satisfy the eligibility criteria as applicable on the applicants themselves. For detailed information please see sections 2.1.1 “Eligibility of applicants: who may apply?” and 2.1.2 “Partnerships and eligibility of partners” of the Guideline.
12. Are VET centres, vocational schools of higher education and universities eligible applicants?

An institution must meet the eligibility criteria stated in sections 2.1.1 “Eligibility of applicants: who may apply?” and 2.1.2 “Partnerships and eligibility of partners” of the Guideline in order to be an applicant and/or a partner. The institution not satisfying these conditions can take place as an associate in the projects.
13. Are public institutions/organisations eligible applicant and/or partner under this call for proposal?

Public institutions/organisations are not eligible applicant and partner but they can take role as an associate in the projects (The institutions/organisations that does not meet all of the eligibility criteria stated in sections 2.1.1 “Eligibility of applicants: who may apply?” and 2.1.2 “Partnerships and eligibility of partners” of the Guideline can not be an applicant and/or partner however they may be involved as an associate and/or sub-contractor).
14. Can a public university submit a project under the scope of this call for proposal? 
Please see the answer to the 13th Question.
15. Can Provincial or District National Education Directorates or Vocational High Schools providing education on sectors and sub-sectors defined in the Guideline apply? 

Please see the answer to the 13th Question.
16. Can Teacherages be project manager in this program? Can Public Education Centres be partners? Can Vocational High School of Tourism and Hotel Management be partners? 

Please see the answer to the 13th Question.
17. The foreign partnership is not clearly defined in the call for proposal, is it a obligatory to have a foreign partner? 
There is no restriction or an obligation for having a foreign partner. The partners must meet all of the conditions stated in 2.1.1 and footnotes and be nationals of a Member State of the European Union or Turkey. 
18. Can a foundation working on research and education and on developing sectoral or general strategy towards private sector, apply? 

The foundations can apply if only they meet all of the conditions stated in 2.1.1.
19. Must the partnerships also be an NGO etc.? 

Please see the answer to the 11th Question.
20. Can universities be the applicants? Can a university and private education-broadcasting organisation co-apply to a project even if they are not partners indeed? If yes, are the expenses of this private broadcasting organisation out of the scope this grant? 

Please see the answer to the 13th Question. Furthermore, the structure named as “Partnership” is a partnership within the project organisation; it is not meant that the partners applying to the project must already be partners.  The institutions with commercial activities can participate to the project as associates. Such associates play a real role but may not receive funding from the grant with the exception of per diem or travel costs. The condition for meeting the eligibility criteria in 2.1.1 is not valid for associates. 
21. Must a project partner meet the following conditions? 

a) Demonstrate that the area of the submitted project is within the working field of the organization as mentioned in its statues/law/etc. (umbrella organizations can apply if one of their members functions in the field of relevant occupation(s) and provides the conditions stated heretofore) and
b) Demonstrate that the applicant organizations operate in at least one of the sub-sectors stated in section 2.1.3 during the last two (2) years (2008-2009)? 
Partners must meet the eligibility criteria as applicable on the grant beneficiary himself.
22. Can we be an applicant as Directorate for Organised Industrial Zone or Solidarity Association of XX Industrialists; are we considered as vocational organisation or vocational foundation? 
The foundations and Organised Industrial Zones may be applicant and partners under the scope of this call for proposal if only they meet the criteria stated in 2.1.1 and 2.1.2.
23. Is having a partner from EU member states an obligation? 

No. There is no such restriction and/or obligation in the partnership.
24. Can a non-profit training company from Europe be an applicant or a partner? 

An institution/organisation which is a national of a Member State of the European Union or Turkey and which meets all of the conditions in 2.1.1 can be an applicant or a partner.   
25. Can an applicant from Europe be a partner from Turkey?  Or can it only be a partner from Europe? 

Yes. Besides, please see the answer to the 23rd Question.
26. Can universities, foundations or associations be partners or associates? 

Partners must meet the eligibility criteria as applicable on the grant beneficiary himself. Other institutions than the applicant or partners can participate to the project as associates.
27. What is the situation of institutions such as TOBB (The Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey) and Metropolitan Municipalities? Can they be partners or associates?

An institution must meet the eligibility criteria stated in sections 2.1.1 “Eligibility of applicants: who may apply?” and 2.1.2 “Partnerships and eligibility of partners” of the Guideline in order to be an applicant and/or a partner. The institution not satisfying these conditions can take place as an associate in the projects.
28. What is the maximum number of sub-contractors? 
There is no such restriction; however it should be kept in mind that the applicant and their partners are directly responsible for the preparation and management of the action, and they should not act as an intermediary.
29. Can a non-profit education institution or an association which provide services under the body of a foundation in Europe be an applicant?

An institution/organisation which is a national of a Member State of the European Union or Turkey and which meets all of the conditions stated in 2.1.1 can be an applicant or a partner.
30. We can be an applicant since we are a Foundation University, however according to the other condition-“to operate in at least one of the sub-sectors during the last two (2) years” we have activities (providing educations on computer and non-profit services for students’ and staff’s computers) which correspond to other professional and technical computer related activities under 8.1 “Computer programming, consultancy and related activities” We would like to know if there will be a problem during the evaluation of our project related to this condition. 
Please note that in the interest of equal treatment of applicants the contracting authority does not give prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner, an action or specific activities.
31. In case the applicant is an umbrella organisation, can you explain more clearly the selection criteria of this organisation? 

The umbrella organisations can apply if only one of their members’ functions in related occupation(s) and they meet all of the conditions stated in 2.1.1. Thus, the required information related to the submitted field must be mentioned in statue/law/etc of the related member of the umbrella organisation. 
32. Can the institution to be accredited have commercial activities whereas the applicant is an NGO? 

Information on applicants, partners and associates are stated in 2.1.1 and 2.1.2, institutions with commercial activities cannot be involved in this structure as applicants or partners. 
33. Are there any restrictions for associates? For example, can an institution being partner for 3 projects be associate for unlimited projects? 

The limitation on project numbers for applicant and partners are stated in 2.1.3, but there is no such restriction for the associates. However, although there is no restriction, the associates have to take their administrative and technical management capacity into consideration while they apply more than one project. 
34. Can the institutions in Sector Committees apply to this grant? 

All institutions meeting the applicant criteria can apply to the grant. 
35. Will the experiences of the applicants be taken into consideration in evaluation? 

The evaluation on the quality of the applications, on the capacity of the applicants and partners including the proposed budget will be conducted in accordance with the criteria in Evaluation Table stated in Evaluation and Selection of Applications in 2.3. 
36. What are the conditions to be met by the applicant? 

The applicant will act as the lead organisation and, if selected, as the contracting party (the "Beneficiary"). For more information please see http://www.cfcu.gov.tr  
37. How many partners can be from Europe?

There is no such restriction on number of partners, but if they will participate to different projects, they must meet the conditions stated in 2.1.3 “Number of applications and grants per applicant”.
38. Vocational technical education institutions under MoNE can be associate for the project. Is it the applicant’s initiative that the institutions having a profile as project beneficiary take the education institutions as associates? 

The project must be developed in cooperation within the framework of the roles and responsibilities of all stakeholders. 
39. How will the accredited staff certification bodies take role in this program and with which title? 

The institutions can have different roles depending on whether they meet the criteria stated in 2.1.1 and 2.1.2. But, an institution with commercial activities can participate to a project as associate. 
40. Can we be partner to a project as tourism vocational high school? 

Please see the answer to the 13th Question.
41. Can foundations providing vocational education be applicant? 

Please see the answer to the 10th Question.
42. Can corporations and limited companies submit a proposal? What is meant by the term of “non-profit”- The fact that the institution is a commercial company itself or it does not have a profit aim for the grant? 

It is meant that the applicant must meet the criteria as being an institution. The institutions with commercial activities cannot be applicants or partners. 
43. Can a vocational school of higher education under the body of a foundation university be an applicant (since it is not a public institution)?

Please see the answer to the 12th Question.
44. Can a permanent education centre under the body of a foundation university be an applicant and partner since it can provide certification activities? 

As it is stated in 2.1.1 and 2.1.2, the partners must meet the same eligibility criteria with the beneficiary. 
45. As conformity with European Qualifications Framework is the issue, is having a foreign partner an advantage? If yes, what will be the criteria for us to select our foreign partner; the sectoral experience or its studies on national qualification system in its country?  

There is no condition or restriction on having foreign partners, the issues such as the selection of partners, their technical and administrative capacities, field-related experiences, roles and responsibilities within the project etc. are taken into consideration during the evaluation stage. 
46. Can free zones participate as partners or associates? 

The partner(s) must satisfy the eligibility criteria as applicable on the applicants themselves. For detailed information please see sections 2.1.1 “Eligibility of applicants: who may apply?” and 2.1.2 “Partnerships and eligibility of partners” of the Guideline. The institution not satisfying these conditions can take place as an associate in the projects.
47. Can an umbrella organisation submit one single application for establishing vocational qualification centre in 2 different sectors

An applicant cannot submit more than one application under the scope of this call for proposal and it should apply in one
 sub-sector. 
48. Can certification and education institutions (companies) be associate or sub-contractor or partner with the institutions eligible for application? 

Please see the answer to the 39th Question.
49. Can you give information on where and how the Directorates for National Education will take place in the project? 

Please see the answers to the 13th and 15th Questions.
50. Is the fact that the universities are out of the scope and can participate only as associates will have an adverse effect on the system? What kind of other roles they can have during this process? 
Please see the answer to the 14th Question.
51. According to the Note in 2.1.1, umbrella organizations can apply if one of their members functions in the field of relevant occupation(s). On the other hand, the project must be under the activity field. In our law, it is stated that we, as an umbrella organisation, have an education and certification role, however the field that we will apply is not indicated in our law or statue. Can we apply under these circumstances? 

Please see the answer to the 31st Question.
52. Can non-profit exporter’s associations established by law, earning incomes from some of the exports realised by the companies as it is stated by the law, electing its executive board among the representatives from private sector be applicants? 
Please see the answer to the 10th Question.
53. Can apprenticeship centres and municipalities participate to this call for proposal?
Please see the answers to the 10th and 13th Questions.
54. Can the firm where the project coordinator is the manager of the firm be an associate and/or sub-contractor?

Where implementation of the action requires the Beneficiary to award procurement contracts, it must award the contract to the tenderer offering the best value for money, that is to say, the best price-quality ratio, in compliance with the principles of transparency and equal treatment for potential contractors, by avoiding any conflict of interests. To this end, the Beneficiary must follow the procedures set out in Annex IV to the Contract. The condition for meeting the eligibility criteria in 2.1.1 is not valid for associates. 
55. Can one of the two different firms having same manager be an associate and the other be a sub-contractor at the same time? Or, can one of these firms be both an associate and a sub-contractor?

Please see the answer to the 54th Question.
56. Among the eligibility criteria for applicants (2.1.1 of the guidelines for Grant Applicants) there is no implication on the eligibility of local public authority. Is it possible to include a European local public authority within the partnership?

Please see the answers to the 10th-11 and 13th Questions.
57. What kind of expressions should be stated in the legislation of the applicant organisation? There is a clause in our organisation’s legislation indicating that it is allowed to organize vocational training courses. In this context, can our organization apply to this call for proposal?

Please see the answers to the 10th-13th Questions. Also, in the interest of equal treatment of applicants the contracting authority does not give prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner, an action or specific activities. 
58. We, are a vocational education institution related to MoNE within the body of incorporation, and provide fashion design trainings. As a vocational education institution can we apply to this call for proposal?

Please see the answers to the 10th-13th Questions.
59. Can a European vocational qualifications institution be a sub-contractor?

Please see the answer to the 54th Question.
Eligibility of Actions

(Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Grant Applicants)

60. Will conditions for education and qualification provided under the scope of the project be determined by the applicants or by VQA?
Tasks and powers of the VQA are regulated in the 4th article of the VQA Law. According to this, preparing occupational standards and national qualifications and conducting testing and certification activities will be implemented not by VQA, but by the organisations and bodies authorised by VQA.

Grant Programme with CFCU/TR0702.13-03 VOC reference no. aims to establish centres which will conduct testing and certification activities in accordance with VQA approved national qualifications. It is expected from the grant beneficiaries to carry out these activities also for the occupations of which occupational standards or national qualifications have not been developed yet.
Provision of vocational education and employment to individuals are not included within the objectives of this Grant Programme.
61. Does the projects which will be prepared within the scope of VOC-Test Centres Grant Programme include employment guaranty?
The aim of the VOC-Test Centres Grant Programme with reference no CFCU/TR0702.13-03 VOC is to establish centres that will conduct testing and certification activities in accordance with the national qualifications approved by VQA.  Activities towards the employment of individuals are not included within this project. 
62. Can we prepare a project including training on CAD-CAM and CAE under the Machine Design and Manufacturing sector?
Provision of vocational education and employment to individuals are not included within the objectives of this Grant Programme.
63. I have obtained patent for a project in a sub-sector of automotive, but due to the inadequate resources manufacturing could not have been possible. Could you help me on this issue? 
The aim of the VOC-Test Centres Grant Programme with reference no CFCU/TR0702.13-03 VOC is to establish centres that will conduct testing and certification activities in accordance with the national qualifications approved by VQA. 
64. a) In the case the project are accepted, will the authorization for certification be taken?
b) When the authorisation for certification will be provided after the approval of the projects, will certificates be provided for individuals and bodies that meet the conditions?

c) Will authorized certification bodies determine the technical details about testing and certification?
d) Is there any obligation for individuals or institutions to get these certificates? If not, what kind of a benefit will they have by being certified?
e) Can authorized certification bodies demand payment for the certification activities after the project?
a) VQA Executive Board has the power for determination/authorization of the organisations and institutions, which will develop occupational standards and qualifications, conduct testing and certification activities on behalf of VQA.  Thus, it is not possible for grant beneficiaries to become authorised certification body automatically. However, in terms of the efficiency of the projects, accelerating the related VQA process may be the issue.  
b) Grant beneficiaries have to establish testing and certification centres. In addition to this they should also carry out some of the activities examples of which have given in 2.1.3. 
c) Principles and conditions related to testing and certification like assessor criterias, assessment tools, etc. are regulated in the related national qualification. The other conditions about testing and certification for example quality assurance standards are determined by VQA. 

d) In VQA system there is no obligations, voluntariness is essential.

e) Since the sustainability of the projects is expected, related organisations can take all due measures and precautions to ensure the sustainability after the Project.
65. We want to apply to the grant programme. But we could not exactly reach occupational standards in construction sector and we could not find an organisation to take as an example on issues like certification criteria of testing centres which will be established under the scope of these standards. We would be glad if you give information about approved occupational standards in construction sector and operation of VOC-Test Centres. 
You can find published national occupational standards published in various sectors in Official Gazette and on VQA website. You can reach the list of accredited testing and certification bodies on Turkish Accreditation Agency (TÜRKAK) website.
66. We want to apply to VOC-Test Centres Grant Call. However, we don’t know which way we should follow for certification activities and for adapting the vocational training centre to education curricula within the national qualifications system. What will we take as a base for education and certification?
The aim of the VOC-Test Centres Grant Programme with reference no CFCU/TR0702.13-03 VOC is to establish centres that will conduct testing and certification in accordance with the national qualifications approved by VQA.  
VQA approved vocational qualification certificates are based on national qualifications which are developed by authorised bodies. 

Provision of vocational training to individuals, developing curricula, etc. is not among the objectives of this Grant Programme.
67. In the Grant Scheme under section 2.1.3 the following is stated: “The focus of the grant scheme is on the establishment, development and operationalization of Voc-Test Centres in line with NQS and EQF in one of the sub-sectors stated below.”
Likewise, “ ...must establish the testing & certification system for at least 3 national vocational qualifications...” clause takes place in page 15. 
We are preparing occupational standards in all stated sub-sectors of “Plastic and Chemical Industry” sector. 
In this context, is it possible for us to develop and operate NQF by applying both “XXX” and “YYY” sub-sectors with one project?
In other words, can organisations apply more than one sub-sector of a sector with one application?
As it is mentioned under the heading “2.1.3: Eligible actions: actions for which an application may be made”, an organisation can apply only one of the sub-sectors stated in the Grant Scheme. National qualifications, which take place in the project, must be related to the occupations in the selected sub-sector. In other words, it is not possible to apply more than one sub-sector of a sector.
68. Could our organization, in collaboration with relevant Turkish entity, form a kind of Professional Training Centre in close collaboration with VOC-Test Centre for Textile? Or we should focus more on the development of educational standards for professionals and its evaluation in form of testing and certification of professionals in the textile area? In other words – is the call for proposal focused more on the development of educational procedures, standards, norms and its further evaluation (including its implementation by VOC) or it involves the training itself (courses for textile employees)?
There is no such restriction and/or obligation in the partnership. The institutions operating in one of European Union Member States and meeting all of the conditions stated in section 2.1.1 are eligible as applicant or partner. Nevertheless, activities on provision of education or establishment of training centres are not eligible. Vocational education and training activities for individuals will not be supported. Under the scope the Project, occupational standards and national qualifications will be developed rather than the education standards.
69. Where can we find information about the “3 vocational qualifications” which is mentioned in “...must establish the testing & certification system for at least 3 national vocational qualifications under the scope of the project.” phrase?
Applicants can use occupational standards and national qualifications published by VQA. But, as it can be seen in the activity examples in the Grant Scheme, applicants are expected to develop standards/qualifications of occupations which take place within the scope of the project. 
70. Does “...establishment, development and operationalization of Voc-Test Centres ... " phrase mean “to establish an operative, sustainable test centre by the end of the project”.  
By the end of the project, it is expected that an operative, sustainable test centre to be established in the selected sub-sector.
71. To what extent does the Project have to include the sector and sub-sector? For example, can it be limited with qualifications only in one sub-sector or even in an activity field within a sub-sector? 
National qualifications, which take place in the project, must be related to the occupations in the selected sub-sector. An application cannot include more than one sub-sector. However, grant beneficiary must establish a VOC-Test Centre in which at least 3 national qualifications will be certified. 
72. What does the statement on ‘The applicant and/or its partners must establish the testing & certification system for at least 3 national vocational qualifications under the scope of the project.” mean? Does it mean the establishment of 3 different testing and certification systems for an occupation or establishment of the testing and certification system for 3 occupations in a sector?
The establishment of different testing and certification systems for a single qualification is not possible. In Guideline, the statement is about 3 different national qualifications, not 3 different occupations. 
73. What does the term “the testing & certification system for at least 3 national vocational qualifications” mean? 
This statement mentions establishing the testing and certification system for qualifications of 3 different occupations or different levels of an occupation in one sub-sector. 
74. Can an institution become partner in 3 different projects in 3 sectors?
In section 2.1.3 number of applications and grants per applicant is stated. According to this, an applicant may not submit more than one application and an applicant may at the same time be partner in 2 other applications in different sub-sectors. 
75. In the Guideline, there is a statement as “The Project will focus on 2.-6. Levels”. Does it mean to include all levels from 2 to 6 of an occupation for which VOC-TEST Centre will be established or to have one or more levels from 2 to 6? 
Projects can focus all levels of EQF but, projects on 2-6th levels are determined more favourable. A project can include one, a few or all of these levels.
76. Will VOC -Test Centres be responsible for developing “vocational qualification descriptions” of the occupation groups for which testing and certification activities will be conducted?  
Preparation of occupational standards and national qualifications will be realised not by VQA, but by the organisations and bodies authorised by VQA. The main objective of this Grant programme is to support and develop the National Vocational Qualifications System. Therefore, it is expected from the grant beneficiaries to develop occupational standards and national qualifications in related occupations. 
77. Will VOC - Test Centres operate just as “testing centres” or will they responsible for preparation of testing materials with associates for assessment and evaluation? 
According to the Regulation on Vocational Qualifications, Testing and Certification article 16 “authorized certification bodies” are responsible for the preparation of testing materials. Besides, developing of test banks is mentioned as an eligible action in section 2.1.3 of Grant Scheme. In consequence, testing materials, which will be used in the tests of VOC-Test Centres, will be developed by grant beneficiaries.
78. What is expected from the project which will be prepared under the scope of the Guideline, only the premises, technical infrastructure, safe preservation, implementation, assessment and reporting the testing material? In other words is it to develop testing banks in accordance with the standards together with an assigned committee, to establish a system for choosing questions among them and to implement these questions as testing materials in VOC-TEST Centres which meet the above mentioned conditions?
The objective of the project is to establish and provide the sustainability of Testing and Certification Centres. In this context, beneficiaries are responsible for all kinds of actions and activities about national qualification system; like preparing occupational standards, developing vocational qualifications, developing testing materials, ensuring data security, providing education for certification staff, raising awareness, etc. 
79. Who will authorize the non-profit making organisations to conduct testing and assessment activities? 
All authorisations on developing occupational standards, national qualifications and on conducting testing and certification activities will be carried out by VQA Executive Board.
80. A vocational organisation has declared in its application that it will conduct activities for preparing occupational standards and will establish the infrastructure for testing and certification activities. When it realizes these activities within the project, will it be considered as if the VOC-Test Centre has been established? What is the main objective of the programme?
The main objectives of the grant project are to establish and provide the sustainability of Testing and Certification Centres for at least 3 national qualifications.
81. Which levels should projects focus on? From 2nd to 6th?
Projects can focus on all EQF levels, but projects on 2-6th levels are determined more favourable. 
82. Is it possible for an organisation to apply a sub-sector out of its working field?
As it is stated in section 2.1.1, the field of the submitted project must be within the working field of the applicant and its partners. 
83. Will it be compulsory for an individual having a vocational training certificate to have certificate from VOC-Test Centres?
In Vocational Qualifications System, which is being established by VQA, voluntariness is essential.
84. Will physical conditions be carried out after the approval of the project?
After approval of the project VQA processes will be conducted.
85. Can you give a project example? 
In the interest of equal treatment of applicants, it is not possible for us to give a specific project example for a sub-sector.
86. Can an organisation from ineligible province become partner? If yes, is it possible to establish VOC-Test Centre under this partner in an ineligible location?
VOC-Test Centres must be established in stated provinces within the project. Nevertheless, it is not obligated for beneficiaries to operate in these locations. In other words, the condition for provinces is about the location where testing and certification centre will be established not about the one in which the organisations operate.
87. Is it envisaged to establish one centre in each sub-sector?  
Within the scope of the project, it is expected that only one organisation will be granted for each sub-sector. However, there are no restrictions for an applicant to establish more than one VOC-Test Centres. A beneficiary can establish more than one VOC-Test Centres in different provinces. 
88. Can we conduct pilot educational activities to assess occupational standards and national qualifications?
Activities for the education of individuals will not be supported within the scope of this project.
89. Can applications include more than one sub-sector?
An application cannot include more than one sub-sector.
90. Are “Authorized Certification Bodies” mentioned in Regulation on Vocational Qualifications, Testing and Certification the same thing with “VOC-Test Centres” within the project?
When VOC-Test Centres are accredited and then authorised by VQA, they become “authorised certification bodies”.
91. Are there any VOC-Test Centres in European countries? How do they operate? Are they still operate as non-profit organisations, or not? 
There are several VOC-Test Centres in European countries. These centres vary from country to country. But, most of them are profit making organisations.
92. In 6th page of grand scheme it is mentioned the projects would focus on 2-6th levels. However, among the national occupational standards published in each sub-sector, there are no 2nd or 6th level standards yet. Will VOC-Test Centres prepare these occupational standards?
Preparing occupational standards and national qualifications are among the activities within the scope of this project.
93. What are the occupations under the sub-sectors? Where can we find the occupation list? 
Since there is not a sector-based occupational inventory in our country, it is not possible to reach an “occupation list” for a sector or sub-sector. In VQA procedures, it is occupational standard setting bodies’ responsibility to prepare occupational maps (i.e. occupational inventories related to sectors). You can reach these maps by getting contact with the related experts from Occupational Standards Department of VQA.
94. Will VOC-Test Centres provide recruiting services?
VOC-Test Centres will be established to provide testing and certification services towards vocational qualifications of individuals. These centres will not provide education, recruitment and employment services.
95. Can two different projects be granted for same occupational standard? Namely, is it possible to certify one occupation in two different provinces?
Within the scope of the project, only one organisation will be granted for each sub-sector. Through this, granting 2 different projects for same NQS and conflicts will be prevented. However, an organisation can establish plural VOC-Test Centres in different provinces with one project.
96. Who will audit the testing materials prepared by VOC-Test Centres?
VQA and related accreditation body in accreditation and audit processes will control the testing material prepared by VOC-Test Centres. 
97. What will the status of VOC-Test Centres be?
All organisations and institutions with a legal personality can be authorised as certification bodies. There are not any restrictions or obligations about their status. For more information please see Regulation on Vocational Qualifications, Testing and Certification.
98. The head quarter of our foundation is in İstanbul. The subordinated training centres operate in Manisa, İzmit and Bolu. Can İstanbul (headquarter) prepare a project to operate in these provinces? 
VOC-Test Centres must be established in provinces stated in the Guideline. There is no obligation for grant beneficiaries to operate in these provinces. In other words, the province restriction is about the location where testing and certification centre will be established.
99. Can an applicant be partner in other applications?
Restrictions about number of applications for applicants and partners are stated in section 2.1.3. According to this, an applicant may also be partner in 2 different projects.
100. Can we be provided training accreditation as a school? Can we become an accreditation institution?
Activities towards accreditation of education and training are not eligible activities within this project. 
101. Can you explain the “Providing information security to ensure the objectivity, reliability, and validity of the validation or assessment process.” statement?
IT security i.e. activities for providing safety about preservation of testing materials, identities and identities of assessors, IT infrastructure of certification centre, etc. are included in this article. 
102. Is it possible to carry out project in provinces other than the stated ones?
Secondary activities within the scope of the project, such as meetings, fieldworks, workshops, etc. can be carried out in ineligible provinces in accordance with the requirements. However, the main activity of the project is to establish VOC-Test Centres. VOC-Test Centres must be established and operate in the stated provinces.
103. If there are no occupational standards or vocational qualifications in a sector, is it an obligation to develop occupational standards and vocational qualifications to establish testing and certification system in 3 vocational qualifications?
Grant Programme with CFCU/TR0702.13-03 VOC reference no. aims the establishment of centres which will conduct testing and certification activities in accordance with the national qualifications approved by VQA. For occupations of which occupational standards or national qualifications have not been developed yet, it is expected from the grant beneficiaries to carry out these activities.
104. When the project is accepted, will the applicant become an authorized body?
VQA Executive Board has the power for determining/authorizing the organisations and institutions, which will develop standards and qualifications and conduct testing and certification activities on behalf of VQA.  Thus, it is not possible for grant beneficiaries to become authorised certification bodies automatically.
105. What is meant with the term “at least 3 vocational qualifications”?
It means to establish testing and certification system for qualifications of 3 different occupations or different levels of an occupation in one sub-sector. 
106. Is it possible to get involved in the programme in sub-sectors other than the stated ones?
Projects to be supported are limited with the sectors and sub-sectors stated in the Guideline.
107. Are there any occupational standards in stated sectors in order to carry out this programme in compliance with the levels of EQF?  If not, in which way we can establish the VOC-TEST Centres?
For occupations of which occupational standards or national qualifications have not been developed yet, it is expected from the grant beneficiaries to carry out these activities.
108. Is not it possible for an organisation to have training accreditation and also conduct certification activities? If so; can you explain the statement “The applicant and/or its partners must establish the testing & certification system for at least 3 national vocational qualifications ...” stated under the types of activities? 
Article 53 of Regulation on Vocational Qualifications, Testing and Certification regulates the differentiation of activities for education/training and certification.
“At least 3 national vocational qualifications” statement mentions establishing the testing and certification system for qualifications of 3 different occupations or different levels of an occupation in one sub-sector. 
109. We want to benefit from this Grant to establish testing and certification system for occupational standards and national qualifications in Cement Sector. But cement sector doesn’t take part in 11 primary sectors and their sub-sectors. Since the cement sector is an input for construction sector, can it be considered as sub-sector and included in the programme? Can our trade union apply for the grant programme? 
In the interest of equal treatment of applicants the contracting authority does not give prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner, an action or specific activities. 
110. How will the communication with VQA be provided?
According to the rules of Operational Agreement between VQA and CFCU, VQA, as the project beneficiary,  will be responsible for technical implementation of the project and will coordinate the monitoring of the grants which will be distributed under the supervision of  Programme Authorisation Officer (PAO). 
111. Who will assess the competences of the certification staff? Will the test results be sent to VQA? Will approval of certificates be carried out by VQA?
The assessor criteria will be regulated in related national qualifications. Test results will be sent to VQA for certification and certificates will be prepared by VQA.
112. How should be the physical structure of testing centres? Are there any standards on this issue? Is it possible to establish a VOC-TEST Centres in fields for which education is not provided in vocational high schools?
Testing centres, which will be established within the project, should be accredited in accordance with ISO 17024 Standard in order to be an authorized certification body. 

There is not a direct connection or relationship between testing centres and education fields of vocational education. 
113. Is it eligible to establish a testing centre for 3 occupations in one sub-sector? (For example cook, waiter/waitress, baker, etc. under 2.2 subsector of tourism  sector)
In the interest of equal treatment of applicants the contracting authority does not give prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner, an action or specific activities. 
114. Is it eligible to apply automotive, metal and tourism sectors with one application?
It is not possible for an organisation to apply multiple sectors or sub-sectors with one application.
115. Does “The applicant and/or its partners must establish the testing & certification system for at least 3 national vocational qualifications under the scope of the project.” condition indicate 3 of 11 sectors or does it include subsectors?
“At least 3 national vocational qualifications” statement does not mention 3 sectors or sub-sectors. It mentions establishing the testing and certification system for qualifications of 3 different occupations or different levels of an occupation in one sub-sector. 
116. Is training of trainers in VOC-Test Centres in European Union Member States for 3, 6 or 9 month periods eligible?
In the interest of equal treatment of applicants the contracting authority does not give prior opinion on the eligibility of an applicant, a partner, an action or specific activities. 
117. Can sectors other than the stated ones in the Guideline be included within the programme?
Project includes only the sectors stated in the Guideline.
118. Will e-enabled (online) distance education be supported within this scope? 
None of the projects towards the education and training of individuals are eligible.
119. Is it compulsory for an applicant to provide accreditation by TS EN ISO/IEC 17024 standard? Is it convenient to conclude a framework protocol with VQA to carry out project activities?
Testing centres, which will be established within the project, should provide accreditation in accordance with TS EN ISO/IEC 17024 Standard to become an authorized certification body. This is a legal obligation in VAQ procedures. ”Providing the accreditation required for authorization within the scope of the VQA legislation.” is an eligible activity but it is not an obligation for projects. 
120. Could you please confirm us that each proposal must focus just on one sub-sector? Does it mean that if; we must establish the testing & certification system for at least 3 national vocational qualification under one sub-sector only? Otherwise, could it be possible to focus a unique proposal on more than one sub-sector?
National qualifications, which take place in the project, must be related to the occupations in the selected sub-sector. An application cannot include more than one sub-sectors. However, grant beneficiary must establish a VOC-Test Centre for testing and certification of at least 3 national qualifications in the selected sub-sector.
121. Is it possible for a VOC-Test Center in İstanbul to carry out practical exams in a “Vocational School of Higher Education” in an ineligible location by developing its facilities?

VOC-Test Centres must be established and operate in the stated provinces. Some of the project activities like practical exams can be carried out in ineligible locations as occasions require. The projects cannot be prepared to develop facilities of institutions and organisations but the applicant and its partners.
122. How many projects can a “chamber of industry and commerce affiliate” be involved in?
In section 2.1.3 number of applications and grants per applicant is stated. According to this, an applicant may not submit more than one application and an applicant may at the same time be partner in 2 other applications in different sub-sectors.
123. Can a commercial enterprise of a foundation provide accreditation? Is it obligated to have commercial title as a stock corporation or something else? Can foundations become testing and certification centre?

There are no legal status obligations in VQA legislation. However, terms and rules of accreditation are regulated by the related accreditation agency. Besides, laws, conditions and regulations on foundations should be taken into consideration.
124. Is it possible for a VOC-Test Centre to carry out theoretical exams in İstanbul and practical exams in an ineligible location?
VOC-Test Centres must be established and operate in the stated provinces. However, some of the project activities can be carried out in different locations as occasions requires.
125. Does ‘The applicant and/or its partners must establish the testing & certification system for at least 3 national vocational qualifications under the scope of the project.” statement mean 3 occupational branches? Or three different levels? Do we have to mention a concrete number for occupational branches in our application? 
This statement in Grant Scheme mentions establishing the testing and certification system for qualifications of 3 different occupations or different levels of an occupation in one sub-sector. Applicants should indicate number of qualifications or occupations in their applications.
126. Which alternative is more relevant, a project on occupations of which standards have not been published in the Official Gazette, to develop and improve the infrastructure as a testing and certification body or a project on published occupational standards to develop educational curriculum and improve educational infrastructure?
For occupations of which occupational standards or national qualifications have not been developed or published yet, it is expected from the grant beneficiaries to carry out these activities. Activities like vocational training of individuals, developing curriculum, etc. will not be supported in the scope of this project.
127. Will VOC-Test Centre operate under grant beneficiary? Or will it operate ınder a foundation or corporation established by beneficiary and partners? Should testing centre have a separate legal personality from applicant?

There are no legal status obligations in VQA legislation. It is possible for an applicant to generate a great variety of VOC-Test Centres formations in the scope of the project. These formations must be evaluated by considering integrity of a particular project.
128. Are the national qualifications of published occupational standards being prepared by the related commissions? If so, is it possible for the project owners to reach these qualifications under the scope of the grant programme?
Activities like preparation of occupational standards and national qualifications; testing and certification will be implemented by VQA authorized organisations and bodies, not by VQA. For occupations of which occupational standards or national qualifications have not been developed or published yet, it is expected from the grant beneficiaries to carry out these activities. After approval of the project VQA processes will be conducted about protocols, authorisations, etc.
129. Can a governmental institution hold the management and powers of the VOC-Test Centre as an associate? Or, should the applicant organisation itself be in charge?

Activities in the scope of the project must be executed by applicant or its partners. 
130. Can we educate the staff of testing centres?
Activities for education, development and awareness of certification staff are eligible.
131. What is the duration of authorisation for testing centres?
VQA Executive Board has the power for determination/authorization of the organisations and institutions, which will develop standards and qualifications, do testing and certification on behalf of VQA.  Thus, it is not possible for grant beneficiaries to become authorised certification body automatically.
132. Who will revise the occupational standards?
After approval of the project VQA processes will be conducted.
133. Will the testing centre have authorisation for continuous education or will it make only testing and measurement?
VOC-Test centres will be skills testing and certification centres. These centres will not provide education. Activities for education of the individuals will not be supported in the scope of this project.
134. Is it possible to apply automotive, tourism and construction sectors at the same time with one application?
It is not possible for an organisation to apply multiple sectors or sub-sectors with one application.
135. Can we apply to the project apart from 10 cities stated in the guideline? 
Please see the answer to the 86th question.
Project Staff

136. Is the salary of the personnel assigned to the project considered as the co-finance? 

The cost of staff assigned to the Action may be considered as co-financing in the Budget of the Action when paid by the Beneficiary or his partners.
137. Project assistant, financial expert and/or coordinator will be employed in our project. Do these personnel have to work as a permanent staff at the applicant and/or partner organization during the project? If not, how will the salary payment be made?

Please see the document “Employment of Personnel in Grant Projects” from the following link: http://www.cfcu.gov.tr/files/kaynaklar/Hibe_Sozlesmelerinde_Personel_Istihdami.pdf
138. Can we nominate a public university lecturer  in preparation of test bank for NGO by giving him salaries? 
Please see the document “Employment of Personnel in Grant Projects” from the following link: http://www.cfcu.gov.tr/files/kaynaklar/Hibe_Sozlesmelerinde_Personel_Istihdami.pdf
139. Is it necessary in advance to prepare and attach the CV of project assistant to be employed in case of grant awarding? 

CVs of the key project personnel should be attached to the related section and submitted with the project application dossiers.
140. Can public officials provide trainings?


Can public officials be coordinator? 


Can public official trainers get paid?


Can public officials receive “per diems”? 

As stated in “Section 2.1.4 Eligibility of costs: costs which may be taken into consideration for the grant” in the Guidelines for Grant Applicants:

Public officials can not be employed nor they can be paid any salary within the context of this project except when;

- the cost of these staff assigned to the Action is considered as co-financing in the Budget of the Action when paid by the Beneficiary or his partners if they get necessary permissions from their institutions and they are under the payroll of the Beneficiary or his partners or,

- they are on unpaid leave from their institution.

For further information regarding these issues please refer to the document called “Employment of Personnel in Grant Projects” from the following webpage: 

http://www.cfcu.gov.tr/files/kaynaklar/Hibe_Sozlesmelerinde_Personel_Istihdami.pdf.
141. Can a society organisation draft a bought note for a public university staff?

Please see the document “Employment of Personnel in Grant Projects” from the following link: http://www.cfcu.gov.tr/files/kaynaklar/Hibe_Sozlesmelerinde_Personel_Istihdami.pdf.
142.  Can we hire and pay a public university lecturer as a part-time personnel?

Please see the document “Employment of Personnel in Grant Projects” from the following link: http://www.cfcu.gov.tr/files/kaynaklar/Hibe_Sozlesmelerinde_Personel_Istihdami.pdf
143. Can you clarify how a lecturer himself could be payed?

Please see the document “Employment of Personnel in Grant Projects” from the following link: http://www.cfcu.gov.tr/files/kaynaklar/Hibe_Sozlesmelerinde_Personel_Istihdami.pdf
144. Can a vocational high school principal be employed, as a key personnel, as “local project assistant”?

Please see the document “Employment of Personnel in Grant Projects” from the following link: http://www.cfcu.gov.tr/files/kaynaklar/Hibe_Sozlesmelerinde_Personel_Istihdami.pdf
145. Under which budget item can employment of a freelancer (self-employed not established a corporation and performing his facilities according to income tax law item 65, such as sworn-in certified public accountant, interpreters, etc.) be shown in the project: under budget item no: 1 “human resources” heading or under budget item no: 5 “others” heading?

The payment made for the service procurement in lump sum basis should be shown under budget item no:5. If the employment of these persons is the case, then budget item no: 1 “human resources” should be used.
Eligibility of Costs (Section 2.1.4 of the Guidelines for Grant Applicants) and Financial Issues
146. In the guideline, it is stated that the grant may not be less than 50% of total eligible costs and no grant may exceed 90% of those costs. Which rules/procedures are expected to be obeyed in determining the co-finance ratio? 

In the projects, co-financing must not be less than 10% and not be more than 20% of the total eligible costs of the action. The balance must be financed from the applicant's or partner(s)' or associate(s)’ own resources, or from sources other than the European Community budget or the European Development Fund.

All kinds of contributions in cash by the beneficiary and its partners to the project budget are considered as co-finance. Please see section 2.1.4 “Eligibility of costs”. Besides, the applicants and/or their partners must have operational and financial capacities to implement the projects they proposed.
The applicants don’t need to put the co-financing amount to the project bank account. However, they have to prove that they had spent this amount by proofs of payment which will be submitted with the final report at the end of the project.
147. In which way will the payments be made in case being awarded for the grant? 

80% of the Contracting Authority’s contribution will be paid as pre-financing to the Beneficiary’s EURO bank account mentioned in the Financial Identification Form within the 45 days, as from the date of receipt by the Contracting Authority of signed contract. The balance will be paid to the Beneficiary after the approval of final report. 
148. Is there a travel restriction for 24 months project? 

Travel costs for staff and those involved in the delivery of the project are eligible direct costs, but it is required to explain the relation to the activities and also its justification. Please see Section 2.1.4 of the Guideline.
149. Is there any other expenditure item for congress and conferences? 

If conference/meeting/seminar service is sub-contracted, it must be written under the item 5.7 “Costs of conferences/seminars” of the budget. If it is not sub-contracted, it will be written under the heading 6 “Other” of the budget. 
150. Is Value Added Tax (VAT) exempted within the project? 
Yes. Taxes, including VAT, are ineligible costs.  Please see Annex VIII: Model Tax and Custom Arrangements.
151. Is there some good practice in dividing the budget between EU and Turkey partners? Is there a suggestion or preference in % of that kind of division? 

The budget is related to the activities to be done, there is no choice or recommendation concerning the rating of the budget of the activities to be done by the partners or the applicants regardless of having a foreign partner or not. 
152. Are the expenses of the staff working on accreditation and certification included in the budget? 
Expenditures for the personnel working in the project are included in the budget. Please see the document “Employment of Personnel in Grant Projects” from the following link: http://www.cfcu.gov.tr/files/kaynaklar/Hibe_Sozlesmelerinde_Personel_Istihdami.pdf 
153. Are the printing costs for documents and certifications and total material costs included in the budget? 
Printing costs for documents and certifications and costs for assessing and certifying candidates are eligible direct costs. 
154. Can professional assistance for the developing project be indicated in the budget? 
Any expenses made before signing the grant contract with the Contracting Authority will not be accepted as eligible costs.
155. Are the unexpected costs subject to detailed auditing? 
A contingency reserve not exceeding 5% of the direct eligible costs may be included in the Budget of the Action. It can only be used with the prior written authorisation of the Contracting Authority and it subjects to the auditing. Please see section 2.1.4 “Eligible direct costs” of the guideline.
156. Costs for building and land and for equipments are defined as not eligible costs. How will be these expenses met (Can new buildings be considered as eligible costs)?
Infrastructure projects and/or projects only focusing on constructions are not eligible under this call for proposal. However, it is very restrictedly be allowed to compulsory modifications and arrangements in existing buildings if necessary. 
157. Can in-kind contribution by the project owner be regarded as co-financing?

In-kind contributions are not considered as actual expenditure and are not eligible costs that can be covered from the grant. The contributions in kind may not be treated as co-financing by the Beneficiary. 
158. How co-financing will be provided? 

The co-financing amount can be financed from the applicant's or partner(s)' or associate(s)’ own resources, or from sources other than the European Community budget or the European Development Fund. The sources of co-financing contribution have to be stipulated at the application stage in the Expected Sources of Funding table (Annex B2). Moreover, if the costs of the project staff are covered by the Beneficiary or its partners, they can be shown as co-financing in the project budget. In addition, at the implementation stage, the co-financing amount provided by the Beneficiary or its partners must be visible in the accounts/accountancy of project partners.

The co-financing of the action by the Beneficiary is an obligation incumbent on it. If the Beneficiary fails to do so, the contract will be terminated on this sole basis in line with the General Conditions of the contract, Article 12.2 (a).
159. Does the Applicant have the obligation to deposit all its co-financing in the project’s bank account? If so, until when?

As stated in the Guidelines for Applicants Section 1.3 “Financial allocation provided by the Contracting Authority”, the Applicant has to justify the amount of co-financing either with its own resources or in the form of financial transfers from third parties (other than EU) at the stage of project implementation. The Applicant does not have to deposit financial contribution in the project’s bank account. However, the Applicant should prove with his own accountancy records that the financial contribution was made. The grant will be transferred to a special project account (sub account) opened by the Applicant and declared in the Contract.
160. What are the eligible costs which may be taken into consideration for the grant? 

The list of eligible costs under this Grant Scheme are provided in detail in “Section 2.1.4 Eligibility of costs: costs which may be taken into consideration for the grant” of the Guidelines for Grant Applicants. 
161. What does “in-kind contribution” mean?

In-kind contribution refers to non-cash contributions by the beneficiary during the project implementation. In-kind contributions cannot be regarded as co-financing, but the beneficiary should provide these contributions if they are stipulated in the project proposal. (Please see “Section 2.1.4 Eligibility of costs: costs which may be taken into consideration for the grant” of the Guidelines for Applicants.) 
162. What will be the origin of the purchased equipment and supplies? Can the applicant purchase products made in China or do they have to be made in the EU?  

It is necessary to provide a Certificate of Origin (EU or Domestic Products) for the purchased equipment and supplies. Please see the document named “Some Common Expenditures in Grant Contracts and Their Documentation”, which includes information regarding the Rule of Origin, published on the following link http://www.cfcu.gov.tr/files/kaynaklar/Hibe%20S%C3%B6zle%C5%9Fmelerinde%20Ortak%20Nitelikte%20Baz%C4%B1%20Harcamalar%20ve%20Bunlar%C4%B1n%20Belgelenmesi_03062009.pdf
163. We will make the practical exams at our associate’s premises and we want to provide exam expenses (ex: small arrengements for the premise, consumables, fuel for machinery/equipment, etc.) from Project budget. We will cover these expenditures from the project budget, without paying to the associate. Is it a disadvantage for the project in assessment stage?

No, this is not a disadvantage however the expenditures intended as “small arrangements for the place” should not cover the infrastructure development and/or procurement of equipment for the associate. 
164. It is planned that some equipment and tools will be bought and some arrangements will be made for written and practical exam place within the 30 % limit. However, it is not possible to determine the needs at this stage since exams' field to be made will be decided during the Project. Is it necessary to get the proforma invoices at this case, either?

The cost of the actions designed in the Project can be shown in the budget however it is not possible to envisage the budget costs to be made for the unclear works/activities/etc. after the commencement of the Project.

How to Apply

(Section 2.2 of the Guidelines for Grant Applicants)
165. Can we deliver Executive Board Resolution after conditional approval notification? Or, do we have to present a document on Executive Board Resolution with our application?

Executive Board Resolution can be delivered after conditional approval notification with other documents.
166. Do we have to translate the documents we prepared into English? Is it required to have sworn translations of the “project summary” “budget” and “logical framework” when submitting the concept note?

Applicants must apply in Turkish or English as indicated in the Section 2.2.1 of the Guidelines for Grant Applicants. If the application is submitted in Turkish, then a one page Project Summary (Annex-I), Budget (Annex-B; 3 worksheets: Annex B1-Budget breakdown; B2-Expected sources of funding; B3-Justification of Costs) and Logical Framework (Annex-C) must also be provided in English. When submitting the project, authorized translations of these documents by a sworn translator are not required.

This is an open Call for Proposals, where all documents (concept note and full proposal) are submitted at one stage.
Evaluation and Selection of Applications

(Section 2.3 of the Guidelines)
167. How will the projects, which include preparation of same occupational standards, be assessed?  
The grants will be provided for the projects with the highest score among the applications submitted for each sub-sector starting from the top scored project of each sub-sector among all projects.
Audit

168. Could you explain the external auditing process?

If the grant amount exceeds 100,000 Euro under this call for proposal, the external auditing is mandatory and the grant beneficiary must submit the expenditure confirmation report together with the final report. Auditing cost is considered as an eligible cost. The audit should be made by an approved auditor who is a member of an internationally recognized supervisory body for statutory auditing such as Chamber of Certified Public Accountants which in turn is a member of International Federation of Accountants -IFAC.
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