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The Central Finance and Contracts Unit on behalf of the Republic of Turkey is seeking proposals for grant projects implemented in Turkey with the financial assistance from the European Communities Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA) for Turkey. The full Guidelines for Applicants are available for consultation on the following internet sites: http://www.cfcu.gov.tr; http://projeler.meb.gov.tr, and
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-services/index.cfm?do=publi.welcome
This Call for Proposals aims to enhance investment in human capital by increasing the quality of education, improving the linkage between education and the labor market, and raising enrolment rates at all levels of education, especially for girls in the NUTS II regions stated below.
· TR-A1 (Bayburt, Erzincan, Erzurum) 

· TR-A2 (Ağrı, Ardahan, Iğdır, Kars)

· TR-B1 (Bingöl, Elazığ, Malatya, Tunceli)

· TR-B2 (Bitlis, Hakkari, Muş, Van) 

· TR-C1 (Adıyaman, G.Antep, Kilis) 

· TR-C2 (Diyarbakır, Şanlıurfa) 

· TR-C3 (Batman, Mardin, Şırnak, Siirt)

· TR-63 (Hatay, K.Maraş, Osmaniye) 

· TR-72 (Kayseri, Sivas, Yozgat) 

· TR-82 (Çankırı, Kastamonu, Sinop) 

· TR-83 (Amasya, Çorum,Samsun, Tokat)

· TR-90 (Artvin, Giresun, G.Hane, Ordu, Rize,Trabzon).

Grants will be made available for the following priority themes:

· To increase enrolment rates particularly for girls in secondary education and VET,
· To decrease school drop-outs particularly for girls,
· To increase the quality of vocational and psychological guidance services, 

· To increase vocational skills and competences of labour force, particularly of girls and women, with a view to increasing their possibility to enrolling to open education institutions,

· To promote awareness-raising activities for parents on the importance of education especially for girls, with the participation of local administrations, NGOs and the media. 

Although Turkish version of the Guidelines and annexes are also provided, please note that in the event of any contentious issues arising, it is the English text which is the legal reference.

The signature of the grant contract is subject to:

· the adoption by the Commission of a decision conferring management powers to the relevant authorities of the beneficiary country within a defined time limit, and

· the conclusion of a Financing Agreement between the Commission and the beneficiary country, which can only take place after the conferral of management in accordance with Article 232 of the Implementing Rules to the Financial Regulation.
The deadline for submission of proposals is 15.10.2009 at 4:00 p.m. (local time).
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